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Sustainable Agriculture
Presentation Outline

« Sustainable Agriculture
— Concepts
— History
— Models

 Summary




Sarasota Agriculture Policy Councill
Vision Statement

 The residents of Sarasota County
foresee a sustainable agriculture that is
capable of meeting the needs of the
current generation of farmers while
leaving equal or better opportunities for
their future generations and for new
farmers.




Sarasota Agriculture Policy Councill
Vision Statement

 To this end, agricultural policies are to
be enacted to support sustainable
agriculture and community food system
development, and for farmland
protection.




Sarasota County Comp Plan
Agriculture Policy

* The county will support the
implementation of a sustainable

agriculture program




Sarasota County Comp Plan
Agriculture Policy

* The program may include but shall not
be limited to the following:

— Incentive-based programs for agricultural
lands In all areas that use sustainable
farming practices




Sarasota County Comp Plan
Agriculture Policy

* The County shall support the implementation
of Best Management Practices, as provided
by the Sustainable Agriculture Programs of
the state and USDA for local agriculture . . .




Sarasota County Comp Plan
Agriculture Policy

* Encourage and support the
development and adoption of
sustainable farming practices

In order to:




Sarasota County Comp Plan
Agriculture Policy Amendments

* Promote environmental enhancement on all
farms and ranches to provide connectivity with
adjacent conservation lands




Sustainable Agriculture

— USDA

— Florida A&M University
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— Regional and State Offices

— Publications

— National Continuing Education
Program in Sustainable Agriculture
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— Publications
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Short History of USDA Programs
in Sustainable Agriculture

e 1990 — Farm Bill

— Sustainable agriculture definition formalized
— USDA/National Organic Program (NOP) authorized




Short History of USDA Programs
in Sustainable Agriculture

* 1987 — USDA/National Sustainable Agriculture
Information Service (ATTRA) begun

* 1980 — USDA "Report and Recommendations
on Organic Farming” released




Sustainable Agriculture

— Sustainable agriculture guidelines are
administered by USDA/SARE - i.e., a
research & education focus




University of Florida
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« Horticultural Sciences Department
— Organic Farming Degree Program

« School of Natural Resources & Education
— McArthur Agro-Ecology Program at Buck Island




Example Additional FL Programs
iIn Sustainable Agriculture
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Center for Environmental Studies

* Florida Atlantic University

— Agroecology Program ﬁ

« Multi-disciplinary & agency
research projects




Example Additional National
Programs in Sustainable Agriculture

* National Campaign for
Sustainable Agriculture

— Policy education
— Grass-roots coalition
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A Groundswell for Change




» What is Sustainable Agriculture “?




Sustainable Agriculture
1990 Farm Bill Definition

 Enhance environmental quality and
the natural resource base

» Sustain the economic viability of farm
operations




Sustainable Agriculture

 Response to Farmland Losses




Conventional Agriculture Issues

* Monoculture Specialization
 Environmental & Health Costs

* Loss of Family Farms and Rural
Communities




What is Sustainable Agriculture?

« Balancing concerns of
—environmental soundness
—social equity
—economic viability




Sustainable Agriculture
Example Economic Goals

* Diversify Farming Enterprises




2002 Sarasota Agriculture
Economic Value and Potential

Consumed Food Total Value

Agriculture Total Market Value

« Large potential for local food economic development




Sustainable Agriculture
Example Environmental Goals

 Prevent Pollution

 Manage functional agricultural
ecosystems




Sustainable Agriculture
Example Social Goals

* Improve Farm Laborer Conditions

* Produce Wholesome Foods




Sustainable Agriculture
Example Concepts

* Systems Perspective

 Making the Transition to Sustainable
Agriculture Is a Process




Sustainable Agriculture
Steps to Achievement of Goals

 Protect Your Profits; Value-Added
Products

* Protect Water Quality On and Beyond the
Farm

* Maximize Biodiversity on the Farm




Sustainable Agriculture
Example Models

 Community & School Gardens

 Community Supported Farms (CSA)




Sustainable Agriculture
Urban CSA Farm Example

LR -

e T I R A O s

W Goadsdens




Sustainable Agriculture
Organic Farm Example




Sustainable Agriculture
Integrated Farm Example
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Florida's Finest Wines |

Fresh Grapes in Season




How Does a Community Support
Sustainable Agriculture?

« Community Food System Assessment
Approach




Food and Agriculture Policy
Council Approach

 Democratic process of policy development and
Implementation

* Initiated by government commission and/or
grassroots groups




Sarasota Ag Policy Council

* Provided recommendations for new agriculture
policies in Comprehensive Plan of Sarasota
County

— |Incentives need to be identified, such as market-driven,
profitable approaches (e.g., food purchase policy;
property tax rebates, etc.)

— Using expanded public participation and outreach




Community Food System
Assessment Approach

What's Cooking
in Your Food System?

* Designed to inform and build
support for practical action

 |t's an assets-based approach

* |nvolves collaboration of a diverse group of community
members




Current Agribusiness System




Sustainable Agriculture System
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Public Initiative Example

— Project of West Coast Florida RC&D

 partnership with Manatee County
* response to community assessment of




Private Initiative Example

— Project of Breakers Hotel, West Palm
Beach
» corporate policy for local foods purchasing
« committee structure, including local farmers
* UF/IFAS Extension partnership




« Sustainable Agriculture Programs
— USDA/SARE and ATTRA
— UF/IFAS




